June 15, 2018

California, where she taught cooking classes
and catered private events for political figures
and celebrities such as Governor of California
Jerry Brown, Phyllis Diller, Sugar Ray Robin-
son, Mr. T and Zsa Zsa Gabor. In 1987, right
after an earthquake, Mrs. Perry decided to
leave California and returned to New Orleans,
where she rented a small kitchen located in
Mid-City to make her pies and pralines to sell
to local restaurants and businesses. Mrs.
Perry became a walking vendor of pies and
pralines. She was a frequent visitor at City
Hall, where staff would chase her down to buy
her baked goods.

Mrs. Perry grew that business into a full res-
taurant on Freret Street in 1991. She ulti-
mately found a permanent home for her much
sought-after cooking on historic Magazine
Street near Napoleon Avenue in 1994. The
shop moved up Magazine Street in 2009 to
the corner of Dufossat Street, where the Tee-
Eva’s shop has remained for over 15 years.
From the walk-up window she sold not only
baked goods, but also jambalaya, red beans
and snowballs.

Mrs. Antoinette K-Doe, the wife of the leg-
endary singer Mr. Ernie K-Doe, was Mrs.
Perry third cousin. The two women formed the
Paradise Ladies, who always dressed in
matching outfits, served as Ernie K-Doe’s
backup singers. After Ernie K-Doe died in
2001, his wife looked for ways to keep his
name alive. In 2003, one of her ideas was to
revive the baby dolls, a Carnival tradition dat-
ing to the early 20th century where African-
American women dressed in short skirt and
bloomers. Antoinette K-Doe enlisted Mrs.
Perry and Geannie Thomas to help lead a
group dubbed the Ernie K-Doe Baby Dolls.

The Ernie K-Doe Baby Dolls continued to
gather each year at Carnival, and make spe-
cial appearances at concerts and cultural
events, until Antoinette K-Doe died in 2009.

Mrs. Perry cooking has been featured in
countless magazines such as Elle, Home and
Garden, Sherman’s Travel, Country Living,
and Williams-Sonoma. Mrs. Perry also be-
came a television regular via the nationally-
syndicated Food Network program “Road
Tasted” with Jamie and Bobby Dean, as well
as Anthony Bourdain’s cooking show on the
Travel Channel. Tee Eva retired in 2000,
passing all of her Creole family recipes to her
granddaughter, Keonna Thornton, who to this
day fully owns and operates the business.

Mrs. Perry lived an extraordinary life that
cannot be categorized. Her legacy will forever
be a part of the city of New Orleans and her
dedication to community embodies the spirit of
the city. We cannot match the sacrifices made
by Mrs. Perry, but surely we can try to match
her sense of service. We cannot match her
courage, but we can strive to match her devo-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | celebrate the life and legacy
of Mrs. Eva Louis “Tee Eva” Perry.

———
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Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great re-
spect and admiration that | rise today to rec-
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ognize the prestigious achievements of Mr.
Raymond “Chip” Lynch for being named by
the Chandler-Young Veterans Association as
the recipient of the President's Award. This
designation is reserved for those special indi-
viduals who have dedicated themselves to
their community, country, and fellow veterans.

Chip is a man of great loyalty and selfless-
ness who bravely served our country in the
Dominican Republic and in Vietham War as a
member of the United States Army. During his
tour in Vietnam, he sustained a severe leg in-
jury while engaged in combat, which led to
many months of hospitalization and therapy.
When he was offered medical discharge, he
declined it because his calling to serve “in
country” was stronger. Despite facing some
adversity, his determination and patriotism
prevailed, and he returned to Vietnam.

Chip has received numerous awards and
decorations, including three Bronze Stars,
three Purple Hearts, and two Army Com-
mendations for Heroism. Although he finished
his tour and received an honorable discharge
in the early 1970’s, Chip’s service to our na-
tion has never stopped. For decades, he has
been a passionate advocate for veterans
throughout Rensselaer County, even saving
his local Veterans Post from closure.

The President’s Award is a true testament
to Chip’s continued legacy of patriotism and
steadfast commitment to improving the lives of
veterans. | can think of no one more deserving
of this honor. Mr. Speaker, | ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Chip on re-
ceiving this award. His lifetime of hard work
and dedicated service to the United States is
inspirational, and | am grateful for his contribu-
tions to New York State.
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Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
my constituent, Richard P. Swierat. After 35
years of service, Mr. Swierat will retire from
his position as Executive Director of The Arc
of Westchester, based in Hawthorne, New
York, on Friday, June 15, 2018.

Mr. Swierat’ s career began at a time when
people with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities (I/DD) experienced widespread mis-
treatment. Throughout his time at the Arc of
Westchester. Mr. Swierat has tirelessly dedi-
cated himself towards fighting injustice in
order to shed light on the promise and poten-
tial of the I/DD community.

Under Mr. Swierat’s leadership, The Arc of
Westchester has been on the vanguard of nu-
merous improvements for people with 1IDD liv-
ing in Westchester County. Preschoolers with
IIDD, who once were confined to self-con-
tained classrooms, now learn in inclusionary
settings, and adults with [IDD can now seek
paid community-based employment instead of
sheltered workshops. Mr. Swierat has influ-
enced members of the community, in both
government and business, and has been crit-
ical to helping countless individuals with /DD
live, work, and prosper in the communities that
they have always called home.

Mr. Swierat is a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Business Council of West-
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chester, sits on many state and national
boards related to the field of developmental
disabilities and is an adjunct professor at
Western Connecticut State University’s Ancell
School of Business. He received an Honorary
Doctorate of Humane Letters at Mercy Col-
lege’s 2018 Commencement Ceremony in
May for collaborating with the College to make
technology available to support people with
learning and cognitive delays.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my fellow Members of
Congress to join me in expressing thanks to
Mr. Swierat for his 35 years of outstanding
service, commitment and energy to the Arc
Movement and to people with disabilities ev-
erywhere.
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Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Kevin Miller as he retires from his posi-
tion as City Manager of Foster City. Mr. Miller
has served as a city employee for a total of 33
years. He began in the Parks and Recreation
Department and, for 23 years, was Director of
that department. For the past three years, he’s
been City Manager. Throughout this time,
Kevin Miller has been an outstanding example
of candor and thoughtfulness in public service.

Foster City is a community of 34,000 people
located on the shores of San Francisco Bay.
It is a jewel, with waterways throughout and a
culture of physical fitness and activity that
would make an Olympic athlete feel at home
just going to the local Starbucks. Residents
can be found jogging along the levee in the
pre-dawn hours, swimming at Gull Park on a
Saturday morning, and playing at the assorted
soccer, tennis, and baseball facilities through-
out the year. The city’s website lists 5 parks
in a community of 20 square miles. The only
thing missing from this exciting community is
a bobsled track-Foster City lacks even a mole-
hill, let alone any genuine inclined land.

Former Parks and Recreation Director Kevin
Miller, backed by countless active citizens and
city council members, is a key reason that this
city pulses with athletic joy and energy. He led
the charge to create these facilities and to nur-
ture them over decades. He envisioned public
places where families could relax or explore or
yell and shout. He found land where geese
can roam and where rabbits still chew the
grass in the early morning. When the Fourth
of July fireworks soar over the city’s water-
ways, its residents ply the lagoons and canals
in tiny boats. Kevin Miller is a decades-long
leader in the creation of opportunities for
healthy celebration, adventure, and play.

A few years back, a longtime City Manager
retired and the City Council naturally selected
Mr. Miller as the successor. It was an easy se-
lection for a challenging time. The Foster City
levee had just lost its accreditation by FEMA,
and suddenly the person at the tip of the orga-
nizational spear was forced to confront a
project that eventually penciled out to $90 mil-
lion. In the past few weeks, the voters con-
firmed the judgment of the city council, Kevin
and other leaders on his team when 80 per-
cent chose to fix the levee. Protecting lives
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